
our Shadow Garden by Cherie 
Foster Colburn is illustrated by and 
benefits children in treatment at 

MD Anderson Cancer Center.

When Nana becomes ill and unable to visit 
her sunny garden, a little creativity, a little 
work, and a lot of love in the hands of her 
determined grandchild provides a heart-
warming surprise. Secretly enlisting Poppa, 
the two spend their summer vacation 
transforming Nana’s garden into a night 
blooming oasis full of plants, animals, and 
insects that call the night home.

 Cherie Colburn’s charming take gives 
readers a view seldom seen - the garden at 
night - instilling an appreciation for 
nocturnal plants and animals. With an 
engaging story, captivating illustrations, 
educational sidebars, and a companion 
interactive website, Our Shadow Garden 
bu i lds ch i ldren’s awareness o f the 
environment, as evidenced in its receiving 

the 2010 “Growing Good Kids: Excellence 
in Children’s Literature Award” from the 
American Horticulture Society and the Jr. 
Master Gardeners.

While creating schoolyard habitat gardens, 
low-maintenance landscape designs for 
commercial and residential clients, and 
singing alto in a gospel trio, Cherie has 
written over 60 articles for magazines and 
newspapers over the past two decades and 
speaks as a gardening expert at garden 
conferences and on syndicated radio and 
television. In her spare time, she works 
alongside her husband and various critters 
in their certif ied National Wildlife 
Foundat ion Habitat garden in The 
Woodlands, Texas. She has two grown 
daughters along with two sons-in-loves.
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Bob Schieffer
CBS News

“A magical story of helping those 
we love when they are sick…”

Kathy Huber
Houston Chronicle

“In Cherie Foster Colburn’s 
heartwarming story, we find that a 
garden also is a gift of love…”

Shawna Coronado
author of Gardening Nude

for ChicagoNow
“I simply loved this book...and feel 
teaching children the healing values 
of nature is priceless education.”

The 
Children’s

Art Project
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The Children’s 
Art Project is a volunteer-driven, 
non-profit business that funds 
patient-focused programs at M.D. 
Anderson Canter Center. The project 
focuses on its mission to make life 
better for children with cancer. This 
blending of business and emotional 
elements paints the beautiful pictures 
that is the Children’s Art Project. It’s 
big business… but it comes equipped 
with a big heart.
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